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RESPONSE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This is responsive to the Official Action dated November 7, 2007. 
The Official Action constitutes a requirement for species. 

Regarding the first election requirement, Applicants elect lansoprazole, or an optically 
active isomer thereof or a salt thereof in claim 10 as a single species. 

Regarding the second election requirement, Applicants elect a capsule whose main 
component is not a gelatin containing polyethylene glycol. 

Regarding the third election requirement, Applicants elect a capsule whose component is 
a water-soluble polysaccharide. 

Regarding the fourth election requirement, Applicants elect a capsule whose main 
component is pullulan. 

Regarding the fifth election requirement, Applicants elect a capsule preparation which 
comprises at least two kinds of granules. 

Regarding the sixth election requirement, Applicants elect a capsule preparation which 
comprises granules having a coating. 



The claims readable on the elected species are claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7-12, 15 and 17-24. 
Favorable action on the merits is solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Naoki NAGAHARA et al. 

Bv: (J^OJIujM — 
Warren M. Cheek 
Registration No. 33,367 
Attorney for Applicants 
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December 6, 2007 



